WHY THE NEW JOHN BULL?
never indeed get at the inwardness of political beha-
viour generally, if we persist in ascribing to it the
same degree of rational consideration which men
commonly give to their personal affairs* Compare
the amount of rational attention which goes to
making a man a member of a given political party,
or prompts him to take sides violently in some poli-
tical dispute with the amount of persistent care which
as a successful manufacturer of hairpins or cigarettes
he gives to the manufacture and sale of hairpins or
cigarettes. More genius (and money) goes to the
scientific advertising of cigarettes than to clarifying
the major political problems of mankind.
In politics we have creeds, prejudices, fanaticisms.
Those things hardly enter into business when di-
vorced from politics. The conduct of our Conser-
vatives and Capitalists in the series of events with
which we have been dealing is explicable mainly by
a sort of casualness of conviction and decision when
it comes to politics: which they would certainly not
apply to the conduct of business.
The average voter acquires a 'conviction' about
political principles. He comes to believe that these
damned Socialists, or Pacifists, 'the gang of mur-
derers in Moscow' or 'the interfering busybodies in
Geneva' are mischievous and contemptible. The
whole character of Socialism or Pacifism, the relation
of their purpose to his own interests, may, in the
course of political changes completely alter. But his
conception of them does not alter and his prejudices
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